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Now that almost every teenager is obsessed with the vampire movie Twilight. The fact is, vampire culture has remained its popularity throughout the decades. Bram Stoker, the author of Dracula, though not the first to write about vampires, his fictional character Dracula is the most famous of its kind. He takes part in movies, television series and music videos; there may be different representation of his image but every one of them can be traced back to the novel. Written during the Victorian period in England, Dracula has lived through modem times as if his supernatural power has something to do with his success. 

The story begins when Jonathan Harker, a young solicitor in London, is suddenly sent to the distant Transylvania to serve a wealthy client, Count Dracula, who wants to buy a property in London. It does not take long for Jonathan to discover that Dracula is actually a ghastly, nocturnal being that lives without life; and worst of all, he realizes that he has become Dracula's prisoner in his ancient, dark castle. Though miles apart, his experience is mysteriously linked to the peculiar happenings in London - Lucy, a friend of his, is ill because of a serious blood loss for an unknown reason. She then dies and becomes a vampire who preys on children and hunt for blood. As Jonathan's fiancé, Mina, becomes the next target of Dracula, he and his friends start the pursuit after Dracula with a determination to destroy him and rescue Mina from his control.

When I came across with "Transylvania", I searched for it in Wikipedia and found that it is a historical region in the central part of Romania, which has fallen into the hands of different peoples and empires throughout history. I cannot help but wonder what would happen if Jonathan Harker was lucky enough to have Wikipedia? He might have saved himself from all these unfortunate events, or at least he would have an iPhone to call for help when his life is at stake! Nonetheless, I immediately conclude it an unwise thought because it is exactly the unknowns that make the story so mysterious and extraordinary. It is like LIFE, isn't it? It is impossible to know everything about the future. It may be full of dangers and pains, but it is also full of the overcoming it as long as we face it with courage, just like Jonathan Harker and his friends.

When I am reading the story, I have invented a formula for myself: (C=R+I) C is Creativity, R is Reading, I is imagination. In a high-speed generation like this, people spend less time to think or imagine as the Internet provides a fast, easy access to information by a simple "click". I believe that creativity comes from imagination, and reading is a very good means to foster imagination. When I am flipping through the pages, I let my imagination run wild with the story - I can see Dracula's white face with red lips smiling so close to me; and I cannot bear the thought of his long, pointed fingernails as if they are crawling onto my skin. It excites all my senses and gives me no rest from the beginning till the end. Picasso once said that "Everything you can imagine is real." I think this is so true because everything in the story is so real that I feel like going to a horrible 4D movie. A mosquito bite on my neck can give me awful fear as I suspect it is a vampire attack! The more I read, the more I am frightened; but the more frightened I am, the more I read! Isn't it weird? I have a strange feeling that Dracula has cast a spell on me, too!

The story of Dracula is a deep mystery. The author, Stoker, has used a lot of strategies in writing the story to create a larger space for readers' imagination. For example, the story is made up of diary entries and journals by different characters and newspaper clips. Therefore, as if a detective, I have to make sense of the uncommon events myself with the clues from a wide range of sources. It is quite challenging to me as it requires a lot of thinking and I still have some mysteries in my head "Why does Dracula want to go to London? Why is Mina the next victim?" Not all mysteries have an answer. I think Stoker leaves it blank because he wants the readers to fill in the gaps with CREATIVITY and IMAGINATION!

I recommend Dracula to all readers because I really cannot find a reason not to read it. My recommendation to young readers, however, comes with a strong piece of advice: DON'T READ IT AT NIGHT! I have never read a terrible book story likes this. Prepare a hot drink before you read the book because your blood will run cold!
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